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Vulnerable population: strenuous work in rural areas

Sanchez Polo V, Garcia-Trabanino R, Rodriguez G, Madero M. Mesoamerican Nephropathy (MeN): What We Know so Far. Int J Nephrol Renovasc Dis. 2020;13:261-272.
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Estimated
Prevalence
2-50%

Keogh SA, Leibler JH, Sennett Decker CM, et al. High prevalence of chronic kidney disease of unknown etiology among workers in the Mesoamerican Nephropathy Occupational Study.

BMC Nephrol. 2022;23(1):238. doi: 10.1186/s12882-022-02861-0.



75
Studies about MeN
in the last 5 years

42,800
Studies about Alzheimer’s
disease in the last 5 years

Equity and Justice

PUBMED database



Ethical Challenges

No purchasing power Poor access to healthcare



Ethical Challenges
No governmental fundings for research Colonization of research

Keogh SA et al. High prevalence of chronic kidney disease of unknown etiology among workers in the Mesoamerican Nephropathy Occupational Study. BMC Nephrol. 2022;23(1):238.

Mendley, Susan R et al. Chronic kidney diseases in agricultural communities: report from a workshop. Kidney international. 2019;96(5): 1071-1076.



Criteria and Goals

Direct Benefits

ü Early diagnosis 

ü Better treatment options

ü Less mortality

Indirect Benefits

ü Working force

ü Reduce healthcare costs 

for dialysis 

ü Reduce economic burden

on families



Why MeN is not a priority yet?

Government Profitability



What about Non-governmental organizations?  

Terry, R.F., Charles, E., Purdy, B. et al. An analysis of research priority-setting at the World Health Organization – how mapping to a standard template allows for comparison between research 

priority-setting approaches. Health Res Policy Sys. 2018: 16:116. 

86% expert consultation
method

Local stakeholders participation
is limited



Global and Local 

Only 2 
countries

Only 3 local 
stakeholders

Keogh SA, Leibler JH, Sennett Decker CM, et al. High prevalence of chronic kidney disease of unknown etiology among workers in the Mesoamerican Nephropathy Occupational Study.

BMC Nephrol. 2022;23(1):238.



Why local participation is important?

Decolonization of funding Priorities focused on future 
policies



Education of local healthcare
workers Education of population



What do we recommend? 

Mesoamerican collaboration:  

1. Establish priorities

2. Large multicentric studies

3. Share fundings



How to establish priorities? 

International collaboration
with more power to local 

stakeholders

James Lind Alliance method



Equity Lens
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